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Senate 
The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable ANGUS 
S. KING, Jr., a Senator from the State 
of Maine. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
God of our salvation, whose ear is al-

ways open to hear the cries of contrite 
hearts, consecrate our lawmakers 
today for Your service. Give them tall-
ness of stature to see above the wall of 
prideful opinions the greatest good for 
the most people. Lord, provide them 
with the courage, vision, and wisdom 
to face these crucial days confident in 
the ultimate triumph of Your provi-
dence. Make their lives as lighted win-
dows of faith, hope, and love amid the 
encircling gloom. Be the unseen guests 
at every meeting and guide each of 
their decisions. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, February 3, 2014. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable ANGUS S. KING, Jr., a 

Senator from the State of Maine, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. KING thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

COMPREHENSIVE VETERANS 
HEALTH AND BENEFITS AND 
MILITARY RETIREMENT PAY 
RESTORATION ACT OF 2014—MO-
TION TO PROCEED 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to 
Calendar No. 297, the veterans omnibus 
bill. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 297, S. 

1950, a bill to improve the provision of med-
ical services and benefits to veterans and for 
other purposes. 

SCHEDULE 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 

my remarks and those of the Repub-
lican leader, we will resume consider-
ation of the conference report to ac-
company the farm bill, H.R. 2642. The 
time until 5:30 p.m. will be equally di-
vided between the two leaders or their 
designees. At 5:30 p.m. there will be a 
cloture vote on the farm bill con-
ference report. 

As we have already announced, final 
passage will be tomorrow after our 
weekly caucuses. 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE CALENDAR—S. 1977 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am told 

that S. 1977 is due for a second reading. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will read the bill by 
title for the second time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1977) to repeal Section 403 of the 

Bipartisan Budget Act of 2013 relating to an 

annual adjustment of retired pay for mem-
bers of the Armed Forces under the age of 62, 
and to provide an offset. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I object to 
any further proceedings with this legis-
lation at this time. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. The bill will 
be placed on the calendar. 

THE FARM BILL 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, tonight the 

Senate will vote to end debate on the 
farm bill conference report. I expect 
the Senate to conclude work on this 
measure, which will reduce the deficit 
and protect hungry families. This will 
happen, as I indicated, tomorrow after-
noon. 

Passing this legislation will support 
our Nation’s farmers and ranchers and 
more than 16 million jobs in the farm 
industry. Ensuring that our farms re-
main the most productive in the world 
and protecting American agricultural 
jobs is vital for our economic recovery. 
I have been in the Senate and the 
House for a while, as has the chairman 
of the agriculture committee, the jun-
ior Senator from Michigan, so I have 
seen people handle legislation. The 
work done by Senator STABENOW has 
been remarkably good. It is exemplary 
for her to work to the point where we 
are now going to pass this important 
legislation. I look forward, as she does, 
to a strong bipartisan vote on cloture 
tonight and on the passage of the bill 
tomorrow. 

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 
As we continue to work toward final 

passage of the farm bill, a bipartisan 
group of Senators has been working be-
hind the scenes to reach an agreement 
to restore emergency unemployment 
benefits to 1.6 million people. In the 3 
weeks since the Republicans filibus-
tered a bill to extend this important 
program, 220,000 more Americans lost 
their benefits. State economies across 
the country have suffered as unem-
ployed people, who are already getting 
by on so little, had to find ways to sur-
vive on even less. 
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